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NORTHAMPTON TOWN SITE — LEAD CONTAMINATION 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Pilbara — Minister for Regional Development) [12.07 pm]: I would like to update the 
house on the government’s ongoing response into the investigation of the distribution of lead tailings in the 
Northampton town site. The Northampton region has a long history of lead mining. Unfortunately in the past, 
lead tailings have been used by local builders and residents in building foundations, fill material, driveways and 
garden areas. In order to manage any risks associated with this, the government has set up a project team to 
identify the extent and distribution of lead tailings in and around the town site. Previous action by the state 
resulted in the closure of the Northampton battery site and the planned creation of a containment cell to prevent 
further spreading of the tailings. Preliminary work in the Northampton town site undertaken by consultants in 
2010–11 identified tailings at several properties. Following this, the state government identified the need to 
undertake a comprehensive screening of every land parcel in the town site of Northampton to determine the 
location of all remaining tailings. The remediation of the old battery site and the removal of the source of lead 
tailings has since been completed—it occurred in June 2012. Essentially, the old battery site has been buried and 
the lead tailings are contained and are not accessible. 

Since the Department of Regional Development and Lands has taken on the primary role in this process, it has 
been consulting with the community and making preparations to manage the Northampton projects. This 
includes setting up an interagency committee to work towards substantial investigation of the distribution of lead 
tailings in the town site. The Department of Regional Development and Lands recently wrote to all Northampton 
residents advising them that the government is now planning to test every property and parcel of land in 
Northampton. The Departments of Health; Environment and Conservation are providing technical support to the 
Department of Regional Development and Lands to ensure there is a whole-of-government response. The 
community of Northampton is the top priority in this process. Residents have received information on how to 
minimise exposure risk and strategies for the management of the tailings and all information is available on the 
department’s website. The government is taking action and working towards comprehensive identification and 
the remediation of any affected areas in Northampton. 
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